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TOPICS AND SPEAKERS  
 

IRAQ’S DEMOCRATIC PROSPECTS 
Kanan Makiya 

The Sylvia K. Hassenfeld Professor of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies 
Brandeis University 

 
Kanan Makiya was born in Baghdad, left Iraq to study architecture at MIT, and left the practice 
of architecture in 1981 to write a book about Iraq – “Republic of Fear” (1989) – published 
under the pseudonym Samir al-Khalil.  The book became a bestseller after Saddam Hussein’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990.  His later book “Cruelty and Silence: War, Tyranny, Uprising and 
the Arab World” (1993) won the Lionel Gelber Prize for the best book on international 
relations in English in 1993.  His most recent book, “The Rock: A Seventh Century Tale of 
Jerusalem” (2001) is a historical novel about the interplay of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  
His essays have appeared in the New York Times, the New York Review of Books, and the 
Times Literary Supplement (London). He recently returned to Brandeis after spending the last 
two years in Iraq working on political reconstruction.  

 
ISLAM VS. ISLAMISM 

S. Abdallah Schleifer, Director, Washington News Bureau, Al-Arabiya 
 
Abdallah Schleifer recently retired as Distinguished Lecturer in Mass Communications at the 
American University in Cairo, where he was also Director of the Adham Center for Television 
Journalism.  He is a veteran journalist who covered the Middle East for American and Arab  
media for more than 20 years, serving as NBC News radio correspondent and TV 
producer/reporter from 1970 to 1983 and as NBC News Cairo Bureau Chief from 1974 to 
1983.  He is a Visiting Fellow at Oxford University and an Associate Scholar of FPRI.  He has 
been a guest on CNN, PBS, BBC, and other European as well as Japanese television news 
programs.  
 

UNDERSTANDING THE SHIA 
Yitzhak Nakash, Associate Professor of  Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies 

Brandeis University 
 

Yitzhak Nakash is the author of the just published “Reaching for Power: The Shi’a in the 
Modern Arab World” (Princeton University Press and “The Shi’is of Iraq” (Princeton 
University Press, 2003). His essays have appeared in Newsweek, Foreign Affairs, Dissent, the 
New York Times, al-Hayat, and other publications.    
 



ISLAM, DEMOCRACY AND THE WEST  
Barry Rubin, Editor, Middle East Review of International Affairs 

 
Barry Rubin is Director of the Global Research in International Affairs Center of the 
Indterdisciplinary Center in Herzliya, Israel.  His recent books include “The Long War for 
Freedom: The Arab Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East” (John Wiley and Sons, 2006) 
and “Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography” (Oxford University Press). He has appeared on 
national media, including Nightline, Face the Nation, The Lehrer NewsHour, and the Larry 
King Show, and has published in the New York times, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, and the 
Washington Post.  He is also a Senior Fellow of FPRI.  

 
ASIAN ISLAM AND ARAB ISLAM: IS THERE A DIFFERENCE? 

Robert W. Hefner, Professor of Anthropology, Boston University 
 

Rober Hefner is Associate Director of the Institute on Culture, Religion, and world Affairs at 
Boston University, where he directs the program on Islam and civil society.  He has carried out 
research on religion and politics in Southeast Asia for the past 28 years, and has conducted 
comparative research on Muslim culture and politics since the last 1980s.  He is currently 
directing a project for the Pew Charitable Trusts on “Madrasas, Modernity, and the Future of 
Muslim Higher Education,” and directed an earlier project for Pew on “Civil Democratic 
Islam.”  His books include “Civil Islam: Muslims andDemocratization in Indonesia (Princeton, 
2000) and, as editor,  Remaking Muslim Politics:  Pluralism, Contestation, Democratization 
(Princeton, 2005).  

 
ISLAM AND POLITICS IN EUROPE 

Jyette Klausen, Associate Professor of Comparative Politics, Brandeis University 
Michael Radu, Co-Chair, FPRI Center on Terrorism, Counter-Terrorism,  

and Homeland Security  
 

 
Jyette Klausen is author of “The Challenge of Islam: Politics and Religion in Western Europe” 
(Oxford University Press, 2005).  She was a British Academy Visiting Professor at Nuffield 
College, Oxford University and received a Ph.D. from the New School for Social Research and 
from the University of Aarhus (Denmark).  
 
Michael Radu is a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute and a student of 
terrorist movements worldwide for over twenty years.  The author of eight books on 
international affairs, he is currently writing a book on Islam in Europe.  For the secondary 
school audience, he wrote a book on “Islamism and Terrorist Groups in Asia” as part of the 
Mason Crest series on The Growth and Influence of Islam in Asia.  He appears regularly in 
national and international media.  

********************************************************* 

The conference begins 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 6, 2006 and concludes at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 7, 2006. 

 
WHAT PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE 

Social studies and history teachers, curriculum supervisors and junior college faculty are 
invited to apply for participation in the History Institute. Forty participants will be 
selected to receive: 
 

• free room and board; 
• assistance in designing curriculum and special projects based on the History 

Institute; 
• stipends of $200 in exchange for curriculum units based on the History Institute, 

plus a representative selection of student work; 
• partial travel scholarships available for participants outside the East Coast; 
• subscription to Orbis, FPRI’s journal of world affairs; E-Notes, FPRI’s weekly 

bulletin; and Footnotes, FPRI’s bulletin for high school teachers.  



 
TO APPLY, PLEASE SEND: 

a resume and a short statement describing your current teaching or professional 
assignments, your reasons for wanting to attend, and how your students or school district 
will benefit from your participation. IMPORTANT NOTE: At the time of application, 
you are asked to make a commitment either to prepare a curriculum unit based on the 
weekend or to do in-service activities based on the weekend.  
 
Schools with a school membership in FPRI’s Marvin Wachman Fund are guaranteed one 
place at one History Institute weekend per year.  

 
SUBMIT ALL MATERIALS BY MARCH 27, 2006 BY EMAIL TO: 

ALAN LUXENBERG, LUX@FPRI.ORG  
 

ABOUT FPRI AND THE MARVIN WACHMAN FUND FOR INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION 
Founded in 1955, FPRI is an independent, nonprofit organization devoted to advanced 
research and public education on international affairs. It brings the insights of 
scholarship to bear on the development of policies that advance U.S. national interests 
abroad. FPRI’s Marvin Wachman Fund for International Education sponsors public 
lectures and programs for high school teachers designed to promote understanding of 
America's role in world affairs. FPRI publications include Orbis, a quarterly journal of 
world affairs, and E-Notes, a weekly bulletin disseminated by email to 25,000 key people 
in 85 countries. FPRI is headed by Dr. Harvey Sicherman, a former aide to three U.S. 
secretaries of state.   A DVD about FPRI is available upon request. 
 
 
THE HISTORY INSTITUTE FOR TEACHERS 
In 1996 FPRI inaugurated a series of weekend history institutes especially designed for 
high school teachers, curriculum supervisors, and junior college faculty. Chaired by 
David Eisenhower and Pulitzer Prizewinning historian Walter McDougall, the History 
Institute has featured keynote addresses by such speakers as –  
 

• William McNeill on What We Mean By the West and, subsequently, on 
Multiculturalism in World History  

• Gordon Wood on The Lessons of History and, subsequently, on The Roots of 
American Constitutionalism 

• John Lewis Gaddis on What We Now Know about the Cold War  
• George Herring on The Lessons of Vietnam 
• Walter McDougall on The Roots of U.S. Foreign Policy 
• Paul Griffiths on What is Religion and Can It Be Taught? 
• Jeremy Black on Mapping: Past and Present 
• Gilbert Rozman on The U.S., Japan, and North Korea 
• Adam Garfinkle on The Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Robert Kaplan on The New Middle East 
• Don Oberdorfer on Dealing with the North Korean Nuclear Threat 
• Stephen Gale on The Question of Homeland Security  
• John Williamson on The Rise of India 

Materials from each of the history institutes can be found on our website: www.fpri.org 
 

Alan H. Luxenberg, Director, Wachman Fund 
Foreign Policy Research Institute 

1528 Walnut Street, Suite 610, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Tel. 215-732-3774, ext. 105 or Fax 215-732-4401 or E-mail lux@fpri.org 

Space is limited; so please apply early.  
 

FPRI is pleased to acknowledge the support of The Annenberg Foundation for the History 
Institute. 



 
 
 
 

 


